Roberto Quiros

From: Roberto Quiros

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2012 1:35 PM
To: ‘petitions@ohchr.org’

Subject: Help- Urgent Call

December 18, 2012

To: Petitions Team
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations Office at Geneva

From: Roberto Fidel Quiros
23431 Via Barra, Valencia CA 91355
Tel: 661-259-7354.

Dear Sirs:

Unfortunately, I feel the need to write this letter to you, a letter which becomes a desperate cry of supplication for the
situation of a man with mental problems incarcerated in Cuban prisons, awaiting trial.

My name is Roberto Fidel Quiros and I live in the city of Valencia, California, in the USA. The person that I referred to in
the previous paragraph is my brother Ernesto Sanchez Gémez, who lives in Paz # 221, between San Bernardino y Zapote,
Apt 4, Municipio 10 October. Havana, Cuba. Ernesto is currently 39 years old, and since birth he has mental problems
that have become worse as the years have passed. In fact, he has been admitted to psychiatric hospitals several times,
among which include 15 admissions at the Dementia Hospital of Mazorra. Ernesto suffers from paranoid schizophrenia
and Paroxysmal Cerebral Dysrhythmia practically from birth, and takes more than ten different types of drugs.

Ernesto Sanchez, my brother, was taken a couple of months ago to the Municipal Station of 10 de October, known as
"Aguilera" and was held there for twenty-eight days, without a lawyer. Over there, abusing his mental incapacity, the
police deceived asking him to sign almost thirty charges of theft of electrical equipment mainly. These unscrupulous
policemen used tactics truly disgusting and dishonorable and assured him that, as he had mental disorders, nothing was
going to happen to him and further, they would make him a policeman. Ernesto signed all charges, although, due to his
mental retardation and intellectual disability, he was not fully understanding what he faced signing such documents. I
want to clarify that, to date, there is no evidence to prove, beyond any reasonable doubt, that Ernesto committed those
robberies. And these are not my words, but the own words of Ernesto’s lawyer.

Later, Ernesto Sanchez Gémez was released and sent home, but a few days later he was arrested again because other
electrical equipment disappeared, which he was blamed for by the police. This time, by order of the prosecutor, he was
transferred to the prison of El Combinado del Este and held there with the general prison population, among criminals of
all kinds, and without access to his medications.

Ernesto has not been taken to a mental institution where he could receive proper treatment for his mental illness, and after
more than one month, he stills lives as a regular prisoner, among the regular penal population, awaiting trial, although we
all know the abuse these types of people with mental disabilities are exposed in prison.

Letters written by me to Raul Castro Ruz, President of Cuba, General Colome Ibarra, Minister of Interior, asking for an
examination of the case and that Ernesto be transferred to a mental institution where he can receive the medical care
they require their mental illness have received no response . After several letters were sent to the email addresses of
the Ministry of interior of Cuba and to the Facebook page of Raul Castro Ruz, and receiving insensitive silence of the
Cuban authorities, | have given up my intention of sending other letters to the Cuban authorities. | realize that they
simply are not interested in the case, although | have alerted them (although | think they know it well), of the abuses
that Ernesto might suffer in prison. In fact, on Friday, November 30, as well as last week, Ernesto was the victim of a
beating by other inmates so he was moved to a different company inside the same prison. Ernesto has expressed his
intention of committing suicide.

Because | am afraid for the physical integrity of my brother, | come to you to see what can be done to avoid greater
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evils and worse conseguences.
As | mentioned in one of the letters written to Department of Interior of the Republic of Cuba, they ratified in 2007 the
Treaty of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and | think one way to honor the treaty would be precisely to send
Ernesto to a mental institution, away from the general prison population because he is in physical danger and can be
easily abused by other inmates due to his mental disability.
Furthermore, Principle 20 of the UN Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental lliness, states that all persons
serving sentence should receive the best care available to his mental problem, with treatment and care consistent and
similar to that received by people who are not incarcerated.
I can only plead with you and international organizations for human compassion in this case, and that the Cuban
government and its institutions analyze Ernesto Sdnchez Gémez’ case. Then, according to his mental disability, he should
be placed in a mental institution where he can receive the appropriate treatment for his condition. I also believe
investigations should be conducted to elucidate relevant responsibilities in this case.
Enclosed are copies (in Spanish) of letters sent to Raul Castro Ruz (President of the Council of State of Cuba}, Colome
Ibarra (Corps General, Vice President of the Council of State of Cuba and the Cuban Minister of the Interior), and to the
Ministry of the Interior of Cuba, and certificates that show the long-standing mental problems of Ernesto Sanchez.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.
Sincerely, and very grateful to you in advance,

Roberto Fidel Quiros.
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